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The year also confirmed something I already suspected. The EEF is useful to you in very concrete terms, on 

sport matters, on development, on representation, and as the place where forty federations can compare 

their situations and find common ground. But we remain well below what this organisation can deliver in 

the future, and closing that gap needs time, a clear direction, and a leadership that is available to you. 

This is why I am standing for the 2026 to 2030 term. When I stood in May 2025, 1 said that this short 

mandate was potentially the beginning of something longer: a first year to set improvements in motion 

and, if you wished it as much as I do, the time needed to carry them through. A four-year horizon is what 

allows an organisation of our size to move from intention to delivery, to see decisions through and to give 

them the time they need to produce their effects. 

My background is set out in the CV attached to this application. What matters here is not fifteen years in 

the international equestrian environment in themselves, but the intention to put them to work for our 

community rather than to rest on them. 

Within the French Equestrian Federation, 1 am responsible for international relations across a spectrum 

that runs from riding schools to Olympie level, and I have worked across disciplines rather than inside a 

single one, at youth as well as senior level, and alongside all those who make our sport happen, athletes, 

grooms, owners, trainers, officiais and organisers, and up to bilateral cooperation between national 

federations. 

Within the EEF, seven years on the Board have given me the chairmanship of several working groups, where 

the work is to share knowledge between national federations and to defend European interests within the 

FEI. They have also given me a part in shaping our membership fee structure, our weighted voting system 

and the European outlook for endurance. 

1 took part in the preparation of the EEF Strategy 2027-2030 from the consultation you were invited to 

contribute to, through to the version submitted to this General Assembly. 1 fully share the direction it sets, 

including where it is demanding for the organisation and explicit about what the EEF will not take on, or at 

least not at this stage of its development. 

Should the General Assembly endorse it, my first motivation as President is to work with the Board, the 

management and with you to turn it into concrete work, with clear priorities and a sequencing that matches 

our means. A strategy is only worth the discipline with which it is implemented. 

1 also want the EEF, to hold a solid and recognised position within the FEI and at European institutional 

level. Europe carries the largest share of the international equestrian sport activity, its athletes, its events 

and its officiais, and that weight should be reflected in the way European positions are prepared and heard. 

That calls for a European federation that prepares its positions with you, brings them at the right moment 

and in the right form, and engages constructively, with the FEI and with the European institutions alike, in 

full respect of each institution's role and of your own autonomy. 

Finally, 1 am committed to a service-oriented presidency. By temperament, 1 look for what brings 

federations together rather than what sets them apart, and with full respect for what makes each of you 

different, my aim is to build bridges and to reach a consensus that holds because it was agreed and not 

imposed. 

The EEF is building real standing, and it holds it on your behalf. My role is to make sure that each of 

you, whatever your size, your means and your part of Europe, finds in the EEF something you could not 

obtain alone. 

What I have been able to contribute so far, within the French Equestrian Federation, within the EEF and 

alongside you and other partners and institutions, has always corne out of collective work, and I am grateful 

for it. That is what I would like us to continue: projects that are ambitious and realistic at the same time, 
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Quentin Simonet
Equestrian Sport Organisations Governance

France  ·  +33680336732  ·  ✉ in

Skills

Teamwork

Leadership

Interpersonal skills

Ethics

Diplomacy

Strategic thinking

Decision making

Negotiation

Determination

Adaptability

Languages
French
English
Spanish

Reference

Frédéric Bouix,
President of the French
Equestrian Federation

✉

Profile
Driven by using my management skills, determination and team strength skills to build and lead
collective strategies either in national or international challenging environment and to deliver key
projects with a sustainable footprint for the equestrian sport industry.

Employment History
Sport Advisor, French Equestrian Federation & Sport Ministery - Sports department
December 2012 - Present

Olympic Games chef de mission: Rio2016, Tokyo2020, Paris2024
Liaise with NOC, Sport National Agency
Oversee global logistic organisation from strategy to delivery: horses, riders, grooms, staffs,
owners, riders family, board members

Sport International relations manager
Monitor and advocate in EEF, FEI affairs in all disciplines and areas: 20 GAs, all FEI Sports Forum,
Rules revision, Elections & Appointments, Finals & Championship Bidding
Advocate for rules changes and candidacies
Advise for collaboration agreements with NFs & World Club Tournament event

Horse health vigilance advisor (since 2021)
Coordinate veterinary committee
Monitor diseases as member from RESPE equine industry epidemio surveillance network, crisis
management, change management
Advise EU regulatory monitoring alongside Institutional Affairs department

Driving discipline manager (up to 12/2024)
Oversee rules, calendar, championships contracts, officials education, development projects
Coordinate grassroot development to national team performance plan
Chef d'equipe at 30 FEI Championships, 2x WEG
Launch para driving project: sport, equitherapy
FEI Driving Young Horses: 2023&2024 World Championship Director, Working Group Member

Multidiscipline officials manager & Driving discipline advisor, French Equestrian Federation -
Sports department
December 2009 - November 2012

Coordinate network of wide scope of experts. Monitored education system, promotion-demotion,
seminars of officials from all disciplines.
Elaborate strategy and implemented operational change from development to top sport. Headed up
driving committee.

Project manager assistant, French Equestrian Federation - Events department
September 2008 — December 2009

Assist the preparation and operational delivery of french championships including the Generali Open
de France: 10 000 riders/ponies-horses, 1500 clubs, 20 disciplines

mailto:quentin.simonet@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/quentin-simonet-7aa992180/
mailto:frederic.bouix@ffe.com


Elected position
European Equestrian Federation

President, FEI Board Member. 2025 - Present

Second Vice President, FEI Deputy Chair. 2023 - 2025

Board Member. 2019 - 2023

Lead EEF board governance and contribute to FEI board.
Represent EEF Members.
Promote European interest within the continent and worldwide.
Chair of the EEF Endurance, Driving working groups and Development working group up to 2025.
Member of EEF Strategy 2027-2030 working group.
Member of EEF Jumping working group up to 2023.

🔗 Euro Equestrian 🔗 World of Showjumping 🔗 SoHorse 🔗 LES-EEF

Education
Executive Master in Global Sport Governance, CDES Limoges & UEFA Academy
2020 - 2022. Mainz, Barcelona, London, New York, Silicon Valley, Istanbul

Degree of Professorat de sport, Sports Ministery
June 2018 — June 2019

Degree of International governance in sport, French National Olympic Committee
Management, marketing, sport organizations and events
May 2015 — June 2016

Master in science of management, 1st part UEM Madrid, 2nd part IAE Orleans
September 2007 — June 2008

Bachelor degree in sports management, University of sciences and physical activities,
Orleans
September 2004 — June 2007

A-level Scientific, Lycée Pierre Bourdan, Gueret
September 2003 — June 2004

Sport activity
Childhood, Youth

Horse riding & driving at home and in equestrian clubs

Driving French Championship for Youth.

Team sports: football at regional level, volley ball at national level

Volunteer activity
Co-founder and treasurer of volley ball club
July 2009 - 2023

Driving Course Designer & Technical Delegate. French Championship for Youth & Clubs
2008 - 2017

Horse driving association volunteer
January 2005 - 2023

https://www.euroequestrian.eu/en/EEF-Newsroom/News/Quentin-Simonet-elected-as-EEF-President.html
https://www.worldofshowjumping.com/WoSJ-Exclusive-interviews/Quentin-Simonet-If-we-are-not-proactive-we-will-be-changed-by-those-that-are.html
https://www.sohorse.eu/en/portraits-interviews/2026/05/20/quentin-simonet-president-interim-eef/
https://les-eef.eu/longines-and-the-european-equestrian-federation-renew-partnership-through-2030/
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